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All RI. communities
are in deep trouble

MIKE STENHOUSE
RICK DANKER

hode Island has become ground zero
for the public-employee pension erisis
owing to the size of the unfunded pen-
sion liabilities the state and its cities

Road to energy independence visits Alaska, Keystone

ROBERT L. EHRLICH
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the data on the task force’s transparency web-
site, RIOpenGov.org, which shows the differ-
ence ina 3 percent COLA and no COLA on pro-
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ing L5 million. C
for one, would cut its total projected future pen-
sion costs associated with its 421 public police
and fire retirees from $579 million to $410 mil-
lion with this change.
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When in the history of man was the situation

s anger had abated, he
added: “That’s as bad as being told
that I'm average!” To this student,
with illusions of elitism, being la-
beled as normal was a terrible in-

gets even worse. dictment.

Noreross and her Mercatus Center. When did our local students as-
Benjamin VanMetre in November 2011 calcu- sume the academic fantasies of
lated the average funded level to be 29 percent Garrison Keillor's Lake Wobegon
using Treasury bond yields. The unfi lia- ion, where every child is
hilities belonging to the 36 Rhode Island cities said to be above 2
with their own ion plans was therefore $6 Normal, as an adjective, has
billion rather than the reported $2.4 billion. been around for a long time. In

Utilizing private-sector valuation, every lo- Latin, the word was normalis,
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in the form of higher taxes, cuts in public ser-
vices, or both. Those are particularly bad op-
tions in Rhode Island, where emigration to oth-
er states and towns is just a short trip away.
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ities a head start on reform. It is now up to the
legislature to quickly pass this into law. But the
hard work will remain for those cities and
towns deemed to be in “critical status.”

They should now calculate and disclosure
their pension debt using market valuation so
their citizens know full extent of the unfunded
liabilities. Then they should come up with re-
form plans that use every legal option available

g — is the
state and local finance issue of our time. It
threatens foundations crucial to making gov-
emment work, such as truthfulness about fi-
Py in allocating publi h
es and benefits. When they get the state's go-
ahead to start reducing their pension obliga-
tions, Rhode Island's cities and towns will have
no excuse not to take it on.

Mike is CED of th Rhode
Island Center for Freedom and Prosperity. Rich
Danker is director of economics at American Princi-
ples in Action, a conservative Washington policy
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The Rheims academy formed a model for
similar facilities both in France and in other
nations. The first Normal Schools in the Unit-
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as altruism. We are all born with an abun-
dance of emptiness; and thus, our first hand-
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prior directions from above or the Our
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the word normal has

had two splendidly normal, hulllq chil-
dren.
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gradually b a synonym for usual. And
thus, if snows accumulated on the streets of
Peoria for than a weel, it d da
normal oecurrence. If about 5 percent of

the fis is ly silent. And so,
we stumble through vast deserts free of sign-
posts seeking right from wrong and normal
from abnormal.

smlq M. Aronson, M.D. (smamd@coxnet), a

tion in 16th Century France, when pedagogic  Providence students were absent from class, weekly is deanof
incompetency forced the government o es-  day after day in 1938, this was then consid-  Brown University.
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wrote, it is the job of the direc-
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tor to interpret those words.

B and Curt C

Trinity’s artistic director, por-
trayed Shylock as spiteful and
hateful toward Christians, but
left the Christians merely “puz-
Zled” by Shylock.

Set in 1930s Italy, the produc-
tion portrayed a time that was a
horrible time for Jews in that
country. Shylock was such a
villain that when Antonio de-
clared that Shylock would have
to become a Christian to save
his life, the audience cheered
aloud. I am not Jewish, but I
found the treatment of Shylock
shocking: As a moneylender, he
was ridiculed and portrayed as
a bloodthirsty clown.

The choice of this play, the
manner in which it was pro-
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Charles Lawrence
Johnston

Right to revoke license
One’s initial reaction to
Rhode Island Traffic Tribunal
Chief Magistrate William Gu-
glietta’s decision to ban 17-year-
old Lyle Topa from driving in
Rhode Island for life for crash-
ing into a tree is that it is un-
duly harsh. (See “ ‘T've had it,’
says magistrate as he revokes
teen’s license,” news, March 3.)
But Topa, who was at a party

To our readers

ness 'being on the road.
Driving is a privilege, not a
right, and you have to earn it.

Kenneth L. Zimmerman
Huntington Beach, Calif.

Forget the banner!

Here’s a headline I would
like to see: “Cranston school
officials schedule news confer-
ence to view a hole in the wall
— no one shows up.”

Can’t we move on?

Michael J. Clarke
Tiverton

Please send letters and op-ed submissions to Letters to the Editor, The
Providence Journal, 75 Fountain St., Providence, R.I. 02902, or via
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